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The history of Georgia is a story of the struggle for freedom. For centuries, our nation has endured a
painful path marked by occupations, lost independence, and a continuing fight that still persists
today. Freedom and independence may seem synonymous, but historical experience shows us

that these are two distinct stages in a nation's development.

The history of Georgia as an independent state begins in 1918, but the struggle for freedom began
long before that. The Georgian people found themselves under the rule of the double-headed
eagle. Fortunately, Georgians never accepted this fate and began the fight — a fight for freedom.
The years 1802, 1804, 1810, 1812, 1832, and 1841 are clear examples of the relentless and self-
sacrificing struggle of the Georgian people against the imperial grip of Russia. Ilia, Akaki, Vazha,
Niko, and many others were freedom fighters who, as Ilia Chavchavadze himself said, knew well
that “movement, and only movement, gives strength and life to a country.” Their efforts led to the
long-awaited independence proclaimed on May 26, 1918, at 5:10 AM. And above Georgia, the
tricolor flag was raised — a flag that symbolizes Georgia’s journey from bondage to freedom,

stained with spilled blood.

However, gaining independence and gaining freedom are not the same. Though the Georgian

nation may have acquired a flag, a coat of arms, a national anthem, and statehood, true freedom



requires a different kind of spirit and struggle. This struggle began — but in two and a half years, a
country, especially one built on free thought, cannot be fully established. Soon, in February 1921,
Georgia fell again. From Baku, Orjonikidze reported: “The red flag flies over Thilisi.” The Georgian
state collapsed, but the Georgian spirit did not break. The years 1922 and 1924 saw uprisings
throughout the country, and Georgian voices echoed in the capitals of Europe — but how could one
defeat the colossal red giant? In response to these uprisings, Georgians were subjected to
repressions: the killings of Valiko Jugheli, Mikheil Javakhishvili, Evgeni Mikeladze, and many others.
They thought that by killing, they could break the Georgian spirit, subdue it completely, and

diminish it — but they were wrong.

Perhaps they eliminated the older generation, the third group of intellectuals, but a new generation
emerged — true Georgians, even if born under Soviet rule. April 14, 1978, is the day when they
attempted to prohibit Georgians from speaking and thinking in their mother tongue — a day when
the Georgian people refused to accept the anti-Georgian policies of the communists and raised
their voices, unwilling to let go of their native language. April 14 was followed by April 9 — a day of
pain and joy. Our parents stood on Rustaveli Avenue, along with their parents, for a free,
independent, and Georgian state. They protested peacefully — dancing, laughing, praying for
Georgia, our homeland. But Russia is Russia. They sent in red tanks and massacred innocent

people, dyeing the streets red with the heroic blood of Georgians.

Fortunately, the fire of the struggle ignited in 1989 did not die out; it blazed even stronger and
became April 9, 1991 — the day when the red flag no longer flew over Georgia. Once again, the
Georgian flag was raised, the coat of arms restored, the national anthem played. On that day, Zviad
Gamsakhurdia declared the long-awaited words: “The souls of the martyrs of April 9 are watching
us and rejoicing in heavenly light, for their will has been fulfilled, the will of the Georgian people has
been fulfilled. Long live independent Georgia! May God protect us.” Once again, a proud voice was

heard: “l waited for this day, | lived to see it. | no longer cry, | smile.”

Georgia became independent once again — but being Georgian, we even began a war ove power.
The Thilisi War followed, then the war in Abkhazia in 1993, and on September 27, we lost Sukhumi.
Of course, we cannot blame everything on the Georgians alone — after all, our northern neighbor
has always kept a watchful eye on us. But the fact remains: with Sukhumi, we lost that person too

— the one who stood beside us on April 9 and fought for Georgian identity. Since then, Georgia has



never fully reunited. Abkhazia and Samachablo remain lost. Yes, we are called an independent

nation — but how independent are we, really? Are we truly free?

The greatest fault of Georgian identity is not that we don’t love our country — we do love it, no
doubt — but that in this love, we constantly seek help from others: sometimes the West,
sometimes the North. We always expect rescue, salvation, and help from outsiders. But can we

really stand on our own?

Therefore, the Georgian nation constantly strives for independence and freedom. However, today,
itis divided and lacks unity — and this will destroy us to the point where we won’t even be able to
dream of our flag, coat of arms, or anthem anymore. The path from independence to freedom s a
tightrope walk, and still, the greatest achievement along this path is the freedom of thought —

something that must be guarded with utmost care.
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